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Hendrik is a town planner with interest in sustainable transport policy. He 

graduated in 1978 from Eindhoven University of Technology, the Netherlands, 

and moved to Ireland in 1982. During his career he worked as a planner and was 

senior inspector for An Bord Pleanála for eight years. He lectured many years to 

students at University College Dublin and the Technological University Dublin 

where he started the first undergraduate course in spatial planning in 2000. He 

was head of the school until his retirement in 2017. Since his retirement he 

works as a planning consultant advising clients in both public and private sector 

as well as community groups. He has given advice and acted as an expert 

evaluator to a range of public sector bodies incl. Government Departments and 

the European Commission. He is a Past-President of the Irish Planning Institute 

and was President of the European Council of Spatial Planners from 2013 to 

2015 where he is currently Secretary-General.
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